TULLA UNION. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The Houbc of Comnions, 
dated 30 April i868j-^rj 



COPY “ of the Correspondence between the Poor Law Commissioners and 
the Guardians of the Poor of the Tulla Union, respecting the Religion of a 
Foundling Child in that Union that the Master of the Union had got 
Baptized a Roman Catholic ; together with the Letters addressed to 
the Poor Law Commissioners on the Subject by the Roman Catliolic and 
Protestant Chaplains of the Union.” 



Poor Law Cominission Office, Dublin, 1 
9 May 1868. / 



BANKS, 

Chief Clerk. 



(jSYr Colman O'Loghlen.') 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
15 May 1868. 



275 - 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




[ 2 j 



CONTENTS. 



No. 


— 


Date. 


PiTge. 


1 


; Extract from Guardians’ Minutes - - - - ; 


21 Jan. 1868 


3 


2 


Letter from the Rev. Robert Humphreys to the Com- 
missioners. 


25 Feb. 1868 


3 


3 


Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guai-- 
dians. 


2 March 1868 


3 


4 


' Extract from Guardians’ Minutes - • - - j 


3 Miireli 1868 , 


4 


5 


Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Robert 
Humphreys. 


10 March 1868 


4 


6 


Letter from the Rev. Robert Humphreys to the Com- 1 
missioners. 


11 March 1868 




7 


Letter from the Coinmiasionei’s to the Board of Guar» 
diaug. 


25 March 1868 


.5 


8 


Letter from the Commiegioners to the Board of Guai’- 
dians. 


25 March 1868 


5 


9 


Extract from Guardians’ Minutes - - - - 


30 March 1868 , 


6 


10 


Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guar- 
dians. 


9 April 1868 


7 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



[ 3 ] 



COPY of the Correspondence between the Poor Law Commissioners and 
the Guardians of the Poor of the Tulla Union, respecting the Religion of 
a Foundling Child in that Union that the Master of the Union had got 
Baptized a Roman Catholic ; together with the Letters addressed to 
the Poor Law C’ommissioners on the Subject by the Roman Catholic and 
Protestant Chaplains of the Union. 



— No. 1. — 

(No. 1900-68.) 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting 
held on Tuesday, the 21st day of Januar}’’ 1868. 

PRESENT : 

In the Chair — William Mills Molouy, Esq., J.P., d.l. 

Other Guardians:— Edmond B. Browne; John Molony. 

The following is copied from the Master’s Journal ; — 

“ I BEG to report that there was a child left at the outer gate on Wednesday 
night the 16th instant, at about half-past seven o’clock, and no clue had as 
to the party deserting it. ” 



— No. 2. — 

(No. 5215-68.) 

Letter from the Rev. Robert Humphreys to the Commissioners. 

Rectory, Tulla, County Clare, 

Gentlemen, 25 February 1868. 

1 HEARD accidentally last week that a foundling was admitted to Tulla Poor- 

In order to ascertain particulars, I went to the board-room and asked wb^e 
the child was found ? By whom, and when? Was it baptized, and who offi- 
ciated? The answers were : - The child was found at the gate by the gate- 
porter on the 1 5th of January -last ; the master believed it was baptized two or 
three days after, and the officiating clergyman was the Rev. Mr. Roughan, 
Roman Cfatholic curate. 

Is this the usual and legal way -of acting r 

I am, &c. 

Robert Humphreys, Clerk. 

P.8 . — The gate-porter is a Roman Catholic. 

To the Commissioners, 

&c. &c. &c. 



— No. 3. — 

(No. 5215-68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gjj. 2 March 1868. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ire- 
land, transmit herewith, to be laid before the Board of Guardians of Tulla Umon, 
a copy of a letter which they haye received from the Rev. Robert Humphreys 
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4 CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE RELIGION OF 

in reference to the reUgious registry of a foundling recentty admitted to the 
workhouse ; and the Commissioners request that the Board of Guardians will 
be good enough to furnish them with their observations on the subject. 



To the Clerk, Tulla Union. 



By order, &c. 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



— No. 4. — 

(No. 5930-68.) 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting 
held on Tuesday, the 3rd day of March 1868. 



PRESENT : 

In the Chair— Charles G. O’Callaghan, Esq., .7.P., n.L. 



Other Guardians : 

John Molony. 

Matthew McNamara. 

Edmond Foundation. 

George Bingham. 

Pat Murphy. 

Henry Spaight. 

Marcus Molony. 

Daniel O’Connell. 

Maurice O’Connell. 



Edmond B. Browne. 
John Duffey. 

Pat Corbett. 

Thomas Corbett. 
William M. Molony. 
John O’Callaghan. 
Joseph Hall. 
Nicholas H. Martin. 
Michael Flynn. 



Read letter from Poor Law Commissioners, dated 2nd March 1868, No. 
5215, transmitting copy of a letter addressed to them by the Rev. Robert 
Humphreys, in reference to the religious registry of a foundling recently ad- 
mitted to the workhouse, and requesting the Guardians’ observations on the 
subject. 

Answer. — The child was about seven weeks old when found, and the master 
reported the circumstances to the Board. The child was baptized on one of 
the' usual visits of the chaplain previous to the report. 



— No. 5. — 

(No. 5215-68.) . 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Robert Humphreys. 

Poor Law Commission Office, 

Reverend Sir, ‘ Dublin, 10_ March 1868. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, in reference 
to the religious registry of a foundling recently admitted to the workhouse of 
Tulla Union ; and the Commissioners enclose, for your information, an extract 
from minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians on the 3rd instant, on 
the subject; and the Commissioners desire to state that the child in question 
having been, whether properly or improperly, baptized by a Roman Catholic 
clergyman, and having, it is presumed, Roman Catholic sponsors, is rightly re- 
gistered as of that religious denomination. 

By order, &e. 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Rev. Robert Humphreys, the Rectory, 

Tulla, County Clare. 
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— No. 6. — 

(No. 6789-68.) 

Letter from the Rev. Robert Humphreys to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Rectory, Tulla, 11 March 1868. 

I AM much obliged for yours of 10th instant, and regi’et that you have mis- 
apprehended my question, as what I wanted you to decide is, whether was the 
child “properly or improperly baptized by a Roman Catholic clergyman,” not 
whether the child was “rightly registered as a Roman Catholic,” after such 
baptism ? 

In other words, when the clnld was found at the poorhouse by an official (a 
Roman Catholic), and admitted to the house, was it anyone’s duty to have 
made me acquainted with the matter ? Legally speaking, should I have been 
sent for to baptize the child? 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert Humphreys. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



(No. 6789-68.) 



— No. 



7 . — 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 



Poor Law Commission Office, 
Dublin, 25 March 1868. 

With reference to the minute of the Board of Guardians of Tulla Union of 
the 3rd instant, on the subject of the religious registry of a foundling child ad- 
verted to in a \etter from the Rev. Robert Humphreys, the Commissioners for 
Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, transmit to you here- 
with a copy of a further letter which they have received from Mr. Humphreys 
on the subject; and they desire, at the same time, to state that the master’s 
duty, if the parents of the child were unknown, was to have registered it as of 
the Established Church, when it would have been proper to have had it baptized 
by a Protestant clergyman. 

But the baptism having taken place otherwise, the register cannot now be 



altered. 



The matter is one of very serious importance, and on the next occasion of 
the master’s neglecting this duty, the Commissioners will deal with him as for 



an act of grave misconduct. 



By order, &c. 

B. Banks^ Chief Clerk. 



To the Clerk, Tulla Union. 



— No. 8. — 

(No. 6789-68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Robert Humphreys. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Rev. Sir, 25 March 1868. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Pbor iii 
Ireland, acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, on the sub- 
iect of the religious registry of a foundling chUd recently admitted to the 
workhouse of Tulla Union ; and the Commissioners desire to inform you that 
they have forwarded a copy of your letter to the Board of Guardians stating, 
at the same time, that the master’s duty, if the parents of the child were 
“ * 2 unknown, 
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aet^S, nearing taken place otherwise, the .egister cannot now be alte.ed. 



To the Rev. R. Humphreys, 
The Rectory. Tulla. 



By order, &c., 

(signed) B. Banks 

Chief Clerk. 



— No. 9. — 



(No. 8953-68.) 

Extbact from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guai’dians, at a Meeting 
held on Monday, the 30th day of March 1868. 



PRESENT : 



In the Chair, Charles G. O’Callaghan, Esq., J.P., d.L. 



Other Guardians : 



Matthew M'Namara. 
Maurice O’Connell. 
Daniel O’Connell. 
John O’Callaghan. 

F. M. Westropp. 
Joseph Hall. 

Pierce O’Brien. 



Henry Spaight. 

John Singleton. 
Mai'cus Malony. 
Edmond Foundation. 
Patrick Murphy. 
William M. Malouy. 



llMAn letter from Poor Law Commissioners, dated 26th March 1868, No, 
6789. transmitting copy of a further letter addressed to them by the Rev. 
Robert Humphreys, on the subject of a foundling child lately admitted to the 
workhouse, and pointing out the course which should have been adopted. 

Order, - 'fhe Commissioners are requested to give orders that in similar cases 
the master do report to the Board of Guardians before any action be taken. 



The following Letter read from the Chaplain : — 

“Gentlemen, “ 30 March 1868- 

“With regard to the letter from the Poor Law Commissioners which has 
been this day read before the Board, I beg to observe that I am not aware that 
there is any law, strictly so called, making it imperative that any foundling 
child should be brouLht’up in the profession of the Protestant faith; indeed, 

1 think, 1 may add that it may be doubted whether such a thing falls, strictly 
speaking, within the province of law at all. I have heard, it is true, of a 
decision given by Mr. Blackburn, when Attorney General, giving it as his 
opinion that that should be the case, but I do not know that this can be looked 
on as law strictly binding, the more so, when we remember that very contrary 
opinions have been given on the subject by men equally competent as Mr. 
Blackburn ; one of these decisions, if I am correctly informed, was to the effect 
that the child so found should be brought up in the religion that prevailed most 
iu the district where it had been found, and certainly this would appear to be 
the more equitable course, and the one by which parental authority is best 
consulted for, a.s the parents of the child may be very fairly presumed to be of 
the religion oF the people of the surrounding country. 

“ Under these circumstances, I think it is hard to call on the master of any 
workhouse to do a thing to which as a Roman Catholic he must have strong 
objections on purely conscientious grounds, and which he may very'fairly con- 
sider he cannot do without violence to his conscience. 

“ In one thing I agree with the Poor Law Commissioners, and that is, that 
this is a matter of some importance. They, no doubt, believe, that it is of 
great importance that those children should be brought up in the Established 
Church, but they should not forget that there are many others who may con- 
sider it of still more overwhelming importance as regards their eternal destinies, 
that they should be brought up in the profession of the Catholic faith. I hope 
then, all things considered, that the Board of Guardians of the Tulla Union 
will represent to the Commissioners that this is a duty which, from ite peculiar 

nature. 
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nature, the master of the workhouse should not be called on to perform, be- 
cause of the religious scruples he may be supposed to entertain on’ tho 
subject. 

“ I am, &c. 

(signed) “X Bowlex, p. p., Tulla." 



— No. 10. ~ 

(No. 8953-68.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law’ Commission Office, 

Sir, Dublin, 9 April 1868. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have had before them a Minute of the Board of Guardians of TuUa 
Union of the 30tli ultimo, in reference to the Commissionei’s’ letter of the *25t]i 
ultimo, relating to the case of a foundling lately admitted to the workhouse of 
the Union, in which the Guai’dians request the Commissioners to give orders that 
in similar cases the master of the workhouse shall report to the Board before 
any action is taken. The Commissioners have also had before them a copy of 
a letter addressed to the Board of Guardians on the subject by the Rev. J. 
Bowles, Roman Catholic chaplain. 

In reply, the Commis-sioners desire to state that when this question was last 
under the consideration of Parliament, it was proposed to change the law as 
interpreted by the late Chief Justice Blackburn, and the present Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland, but Parliament did not adopt that course. 

The master of the workhouse having a plain duty to perform, as already laid 
down for his adoption, must not endeavour to excuse himself from its perform- 
ance on the ground suggesteti by the Roman Catholic chaplain in his letter to 
the Guardians, as such a gi’ound would not justify cither the Guardians or their 
officers in an infraction of the law. 

By order, &c. 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

* To the Clerk, TuUa Union. 
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